[Adhesion molecules in kidney diseases (part I)].
Adhesive molecules are (glyco)proteins of the cellular membranes. All of them have their extramembranous, transmembranous and intracytoplasmatic parts. As receptor molecules, their extracellular parts bind the specific ligand. The ligand can be found on the surface of the other cell or in the extracellular matrix (basal membranes). The following families of adhesion molecules are: cadherins, selectins, integrins and members of immunoglobuline supergene family. Different members of the same family could have different times (in ontogenesis, in adult form) and space distribution (in different tissues, different tissue structures). The contact between the cells and basal membranes with these molecules is important for cell division, maintaining the tissue architecture, polarization and function of cells, migration of cells, endo- and exo-cytosis as well as for maintaining the structure and function of basal membranes. As above stated all this is important in the occurrence morphogenesis, haemostasis, inflammation, malignant cell transformation and metastasis. This knowledge is important for the better understanding of renal diseases.